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Book the Month Club---April Co-Selection 
(With Corbett’s Man-Eaters Kumaon) 


Ward, Mary Jane. The Snake Pit. Random House. Apr. 
are 1946. 278p. $2.50. 


Old-time therapy for the insane sometimes included 
the the afflicted person into snake pit the ex- 
the that the experience would ‘shock the patient 
back sanity. Modern science discards the treatment 
favor electric shock and paraldehyde, forcible feed- 
lan’s the cold pack. But the two are not unlike 
their effect upon the patient. 
concludes Stuart Cunningham who for eight 
nile months has been inmate the Juniper Hill Hospital, 
New York, her lucid moments become frequent enough 
for consecutive narrative. first, the intervals are 
very short and unstable, apt break off associations 


with and flash-backs her previous life, when person 
incident recalls some pre-hospital experience. Gradually, 
they become longer, and life mental hospital with 
gradations insanity, its varieties treatment, its 


1946. pitiful and revolting society, its food, smells and depressing 
Ap} quarters, etched the reader’s consciousness. So, too, 
Virginia’s own personality: kindly, generous, improvi- 
Apr. but shrewd its appraisal others, and with 
sense humor that helps though cannot save the situa- 
tion which she finds herself. What has been the cause 
her nervous breakdown never clear her the 
946. reader, though one her doctors smugly sure 
guilt complex arising from marriage after the death her 
fiancé. could just well have been living beyond 
income, restless, crow-filled, frequently-changed 
life, over-work her reviewing and writing ac- 


the psychiatrist might say this picture in- 
sanity would helpful placing the novel. would 
probably object the skill with which the central figure 


stands apart and objectively views herself and her sur- 
roundings times, and the skill with which the author 
develops phantasy Virginia’s consciousness the 
same time that she lets the reader know what the true 
situation is. may find bald inaccuracies. These will 
not affect the total impression the reader the un- 
speakable, and some cases perhaps uncorrectable, con- 
ditions hospitals for the insane, even one like Juniper 
Hill where families pay according their means for the 
care given their sick. 

True not scientific observation, the recital Vir- 
ginia’s dawning realization her condition and where- 
abouts, her sick dismay that she cannot recall incidents 
nor place them correctly their time-relationships; and 
the clever technique which what seems Virginia 
retrogression shown actual progress her mind 
responds more fully reality—both impress the reader 
favorably and give conviction the account. So, too, with 
the central figure’s slowly growing ability fend for her- 
self. Little little she learns the fellow-patients, nurses 
and doctors out whose way she must keep herself. 
Slowly she learns that she gives away all her cigarettes 
her companions (or her food, her clothing) she 
will have none for herself. The day she realizes that 
cigarettes are obtainable only definite intervals and 
must saved over the period days between the in- 
tervals she knows she the way recovery. 


Well-constructed and consistently written, the novel seems 
authentic and decidedly worth reading. will in- 
evitably compared with The Lost Weekend, whose 
depth lacks. But the bitterness and hopelessness 
that book also lacking The Snake Pit. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Corbett Maynard 


Book the Month Club--- April Co-Selection 
(With Ward’s The Snake Pit) 


Corbett, Jim. Man-Eaters Kumaon. Oxford. Apr. 
1946. 235p. $2.00. 


When various districts India were disorganized the 
presence maddened tigers, who had become man-eaters 
because the scarcity normal food, broken teeth 
other disabilities, they called for Major Jim Corbett rid 
them their scourge. The hunting habits and achieve- 
ments this fighter, known through all India, are attested 
preliminary notices Sir Maurice Hallett, Governor 
the United Provinces and Lord Linlithgow, former 
Viceroy India. The stories themselves are told, full 
detail, Corbett himself. Some eight monsters are 
tracked down, but, although the excitement and danger 
the chase must have been apparent the author 
recollected his past, they are not always transferred 
the reader. The steps each campaign are thoroughly 
presented, every bullet counted, the life native vil- 
ages described and their gratitude duly noted. Corbett 
acted one-man police force protect the lives the 
Indians from their greatest animal enemy. The book 
intended mainly for younger readers, and suited 
them, provided that they are beyond horror (in the de- 
scription the mangled bodies the victims), and for 
older readers who enjoy travel and animal tales. 


Maynard, Theodore. Mystic Motley. The Life Saint 
Philip Neri. Bruce. Apr., 1946. 250p. $2.50. 


there one thing that stands out forcibly the lives 
the saints the basic truth that there such thing 
“pattern” sanctity. There are many varieties 
saints there are human personalities. Each one 
unique and distinct. Certainly this truth psychologi- 
cal confirmation the thesis theology dealing with the 
infinite imitability the Divine Essence. God can 
reflected millions different ways, and yet the reflec- 
tion remains always Divine resplendence. 


Saint Philip Neri must have been utterly charming and 
delightful man know. was unpredictable! 
read comic books and went into ecstasies, with almost that 
sequence and that ease. was not above twitching the 
beards the Swiss Guards the Vatican, getting his 
hair cut the center the nave his church—while 
Mass was going on! was forever playing pranks upon 
even the highest dignitaries the Church, and treating 
them mere altarboys. made one the greatest his- 
torians the Church, Baronius, spend long hours the 
kitchen, until exasperation scratched the wall 
the kitchen the grumbling complaint: “Baronius coquus 
And yet was the same Philip who alone 
had the perspicacity realize the unique historical genius 
Baronius and who forced him, against his will, write 
his monumental “Annals”. 


Philip Neri almost unique among the saints that 
combined the sublimest heights mystical contemplation 
with endless round seething activity. was the 
direct antithesis solitary and yet enjoyed the mystical 
graces that are found usually only those who withdraw 
very great measure from the world. Which estab- 
lishes once again that there isn’t any “pattern” which 
governs such things. 


Best SELLERS 


Saint Philip Neri lived “in-between” age. was 
just the end the Renaissance but before the counter. 
reformation was full swing. was fateful time 
which almost anything might have happened. Rarely has 
one man exerted such influence upon the shaping 
history without any intent so. Yet Philip Neri, 
his tremendous power over the lives eminent 
men Rome, influenced the shaping the 
sance world. And the influence that brought bear 
was that purest Christianity. The centuries that fol- 
lowed upon the Renaissance might have been much dif. 
ferent than they were—and much worse!—had not such 
men Charles and Frederick Borromeo, Baronius, Gre. 
gory XIV and Clement VIII and other eminent shapers 
history been themselves molded and fashioned Philip. 


Theodore Maynard has written very readable 
While himself admits that has added nothing 
the thorough investigations conducted Ponnelle and 
Bordet, Bacci and Cardinal Capecelatro, has 
uted the freshness ‘his personal approach and the ad. 
mirable ability his style. However, the Voice the 
Apocalypse protested the Angel the Church 
Pergamum: have few things against thee”. 


seems that Mr. Maynard overly cautious about 
admitting the supernatural the life Saint 
Certainly one does not desire the excesses that have been 
committed many hagiographers, where even the most 
casual happening viewed “miracle”. But the 
other hand, there need hesitate admit 
rightly that miracles are quite usual the lives the 
saints. Thus, page 70, describing what can hardly 
other than mystical grace, Mr. Maynard seems 
suspiciously like materialistic naturalistic psychology. 
“Digitus Freudi est hic!” 


page 176, the opening lines the eleventh chapter, 
does small honor Divine Providence state: “The 
election Sixtus took place only because fortunate 
set accidents”. (My italics.) Surely the Holy Ghos 
had something with it, unless one subscribes 
completely materialistic school History. The inclusion 
the apocryphal story about Sixtus and Queen 
beth very bad taste. (At least has never seemed 
this reviewer that snide remarks about the Papacy— 
even when spirit genial tolerance and “good 
have ever contributed the value book!) 


appears, likewise, that page there vast over 
simplification the function the Ignatian “Spiritua 
Exercises” and the relative merits liturgical and extra 
liturgical piety. not quite accurate state that the 
Ignatian Exercises were considered sufficient equip 
ment for life—a kind streamlined intensification con 
version, and imply that Ignatius did not emphasiz 
equally the importance “day-by-day watchfulness 
the quiet operation grace”. 

There are passages here and there where Mr. 
slips bit his craftsmanship phrases and sentences 
The sentence “Indeed, the deferring there those effort 
was, least part, due the consciousness 
cism its own vitality” (p. 22) not the easiest sentenc 
the world read. Likewise this sentence: “On tha 
occasion, Bacci tells the story, made game them 


great St. Thomas More, who just about this time was 
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Aprit 15, 1946 Seagrave Gould 


ing down his head the block the Tower London, But Seagrave’s personality and character were such that 
mocked what the devil, the proud spirit, can en- every obstacle was surmounted and received only the 
dure least” (p. 28). One suspects that that sentence was loyalest and most stouthearted co-operation from the 
not recast. could have been! members his unit, doctors, enlisted personnel and 
nurses. the end 1944 Gordon Seagrave finally re- 
turned Namkham welcomed all inhabitants. 
jokingly remarked that was probably the only man 
the American Army return his home and find 
more, and surely Mr. Maynard can not have desired destroyed his Army. The modern hospital setup 
better result. had built Namkham had been used Japanese 

headquarters and had been bombed allied 
One would have wished that had ended the book visioning even broader and more extended medical mis- 


But these and other minor flaws aside, the book enjoy- 
able. presents Saint Philip great Apostle the 
Confessional—a forerunner the Curé Ars and Don 
Bosco. leads love the great Saint more, much 


nobler than the rather banal line: “Spaniards (Baptist) work Northern Burma Seagrave immedi- 
race were not very popular among them”. ately begins planning for reconstruction, task which, 
Fidelis Rice, present, probably engaged with his usual broad 

Saint Joseph’s Passionist Monastery, vision and indomitable persistence. 
Baltimore, Maryland Many the people familiar readers Burma Surgeon 
appear again this book. The Burmese nurses, though 


not really superwomen, continue give that impression 
> J . ° 
Seagrave, Gordon Burma Surgeon Returns. Norton. and are still spirited zestful, competent, devoted group 


Mar. 11, 1946. 268p. $3.00. women. for the author himself still the surgeon 
was August 1943 that this reviewer had the pleasant with zest for life, taste for difficulty and practical 
task reviewing Gordon Seagrave’s Burma Surgeon. samaritan whose gruff exterior conceals liking for every- 
1946 the task reviewing this sequel that book one. Two minor objectionable features are found the 
equally pleasant one, enhanced the hope that Gordon book—the possibility that oaths and swearing are some- 
Seagrave’s taste authorship will lead other volumes times acceptable God and the hypertolerance matters 
future years dealing with his work the medical re- religious which characterizes Seagrave. Otherwise the 
habilitation his beloved Namkham Valley and the sur- book excellent its predecessor and can recom- 
rounding regions Northeast Burma. 1942 Seagrave’s mended all readers with the exception that medical 
Medical Unit with famous Burmese nurses made the and social aspects the story may not suitable for all 
long retreat with General Stilwell into India. The gen- high school readers. 

eral return the Japs licking they had 

him and Seagrave’s only request for past services was that 

the general his unit “the meanest, nastiest task Gould, Yankee Storekeeper. Whittlesey. Apr. 15, 
all”. How Stilwell granted that request 1943 and 1946. 195p. $2.50. 

and the role that Seagrave, his doctors and nurses played The legend the Yankee trader has always been char- 
the reconquest Burma the story the present book. acteristically American one and the general store, until 


General Stillwell and the C-B-I theater were lowest the present century, has been somewhat national 
the list military priorities 1943. Yet Stillwell planned Today, however, with the introduction 
train and use Chinese troops reconquering Northern self-service stores, co-operative independent 
Burma and reopening, via the Lido Road, communica- retailer associations and other paraphernalia special- 
tions route The Chinese needed training, they and over-developed capitalist system economics 
needed food, they needed medical care. divisions were COMbined with the increasing efficiency transportation 
flown into India from China Seagrave’s Hospital Unit was which has broadened merchandising areas, the general 
set Ramgarh give them medical service. was May well soon thing the past. Yet certain 


the same old problem—too few personnel, too little equip- our country the old institutions still survive and 
the general store together with the townmeeting may still 


found the less urbanized sections New England 
where life confirms more closely more natural and 
difficult pattern. When Yankee trader becomes gen- 
eral storekeeper and remains successful one for some 
four decades his story sure contain not only amusing 
but highly interesting incidents reflecting the general 
shrewdness and canniness one who was able deal 
successfully with difficult situations. 


with the same well-used answer—resourceful improvisa- 
tion, devoted attention duty, arduous overwork for all, 
and the problem was solved; Stillwell’s return Burma 
began 1943 with campaign retake the Naga Hills 
and Hukawng Valley. Seagrave’s Unit went along, of- 
ficially part the United States Army but actually 
illegitimate organization with Table Organization and 
the usual difficulties obtaining men and material. The 
advance was sporadic first until the Chinese found Gould was born northern New England farm, 
themselves but then began steady drive south whose economy was self-contained, and his major train- 
Myitkyina, Bhamo and finally Namkham. usual ing was the hard work associated with that mode 
the Seagrave Unit performed brilliantly both the march living. the age sixteen left home work 
and action. From medical detachments were sent store and from his first employer absorbed all the tricks 
with front line troops; acted clearing company, the forced him into open-air job 
field hospital and evacuation hospital always under and became farm machinery salesman until improv- 
conditions that almost defy description. Terrain, climate, ing health enabled him take over general store 
disease, wounds were almost incredible. Even Army red small Maine community. There his native ingenuity and 
tape and mentality were constant barriers efficiency. shrewdness stood him good stead dealt with the 
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multifarious problems confronting the storekeeper. 
are told details techniques merchandising, methods 
evaluating credit and dealing with obdurate debtors, 
ways purchasing, advertising, beating the chainstores, 
barter and host other facts all tinged with peculiar 
New England humor and philosophy which seems put 
premium sharpness and canniness survival char- 
acteristic. Not all the flavor the original general store 
here—most lacking the circle characters always 
associated with the institution, those whose homely phil- 
osophy, enunciated around pot-bellied stove, was 
major share the legend the country store. The au- 
thor also airs his views other subjects—the inadequacy 
formal elementary education and the hypocrisy 
There occasional profanity and one 
two somewhat shady stories but general the book 
suitable for adult readers. 


Casey, Robert Pierce. Religion Russia. Harper. Apr. 


10, 1946. viii, 198p. $2.00. 


date summary the situation Russian re- 
ligious affairs welcome addition the investigator’s 
shelf. Dr. Casey’s unpretentious treatment quite fills the 
bill, least far regards reader hitherto unac- 
quainted with the long story religion Russia. The 
book presents particularly illuminating résumé the 
erastian role the Russian Orthodox Church from the 
early dates the Patriarchate down through the destruc- 
tion that institution Peter the Great. The tragic lot, 
inevitably the end church subservient state 
necessarily seeks bolster, apparently well appreciated 
the author. However, his optimism over the re- 
cently more favorable condition the Russian ecclesias- 
tical establishment, the author, seems me, fails 
construct the obvious parallels and rather naively looks 
forward “genuine religious freedom”, know it, 
totalitarian state. thoroughly secular government’s 
move the right the matter marriage and family 
laws hardly adequate basis for such hopes. Dr. 
Casey presents facts; for example, the 1943 creation 
the completely secular Soviet Council Orthodox Af- 
fairs under the headship Karpov ease the Gov- 
ernment’s control church has long last seen fit 
recognize. chief liaison officer between the lay and 
ecclesiastical worlds Mr. Karpov has right com- 
placency: “We have had “The Russian 
sovereigns are the heads the said the mad 
Paul years ago. 


Much said Dr. Casey’s book praise compromise. 
Tikhon, who retracted and urged loyalty the Soviet 
Government, Sergius, who astonished world denying 
the existence persecution Russia and adroitly man- 
aged governmental recognition for his church cor- 
porate body, and Alexei, who garners the fruits his 
predecessors’ labors, all are rightly commended for having 
stayed their posts save souls. And yet Stalin’s Con- 
stitution (article 124) subsists with its demand for the 
separation the school from church whose enjoyment 
the freedom worship has compete with the free- 
dom anti-religious propaganda. is, the other hand, 
highly disconcerting see the author’s statement that 
“the fundamental issue was not religious one” (p. 150) 
the notorious matter the imprisonment Arch- 
bishop Cieplak Leningrad and the execution Msgr. 


Casey Crabb 


Best SELLERs 


Budkiewicz for bucking the Government’s orders regard- 
ing confiscation and religious education—Moscow’s act 
gratitude for the success the papal relief mission 
starving Russia! Cieplak should not have appealed 
freedom conscience! the same token, the reader 
Religion Russia will learn that the “strategy the 
Papacy Russia since the Revolution has been singularly 
maladroit”, and the Church’s early declaration war 
against Russian Communism has hopelessly compromised 
rapprochement. Stale mutton indeed served with 
the remark that the “reaction the Papacy religious 
persecutions Russia has been much more immediate 
and much less guarded than the case similar perse- 
cutions Germany even Italy” (p. Casey 
seems imply that Rome mere political force op- 
poses the spread Communism; yet his readers will learn 
that 1929 when the USSR Constitution was changed 
prohibit religious propaganda “Pope Pius XII (sic) 
appointed day worldwide intercession for Russia”. 


Aside from these indications certain cavalier mépris 
for principle, Dr. Casey’s book will provide informative 
reading for the student Russian affairs. There very 
interesting chapter innocently headed Prospects, concerned 
with the limitations Soviet patriotism philosophy 
life. The author offers fascinating and masterly treat- 
ment Soviet romanticism and the folk-lore movement 
this connection. Robert Pierce Casey’s Religion 
Russia, though not scholarly work, definitely worth 
while contribution. 


Crabb, Alfred Lodging the Saint Cloud. 
Merrill. Apr. 12, 1946. 255p. $2.50. 


Doctor Crabb has acquired well deserved repute the 
author three very pleasant and readable novels with 
scenes laid Nashville circa the 1860’s and and 
with characters sufficiently human rouse the interest 
and sympathy any reader. That repute will scarcely 
lessened increased the present offering. Previous 
tales have dealt with the citizens Nashville 
found their town occupied conquering Union soldiers, 
they recaptured their town and began rebuild their 
lives and they began rebuild and beautify their city. 
The present book, spy-adventure story that is, merely 
interpolated footnote the Nashville trilogy. 


Nathan Bedford Forrest, unorthodox, unpredictable but 
never unsuccessful Confederate general was engaged 
harassing Union forces who held Tennessee 
quest information sent Captain Hume Crockett into 
Nashville spy. Crockett was captured and the gen 
eral immediately sent Lieutenant Beasley Nichol, 
Shakespearean actor, and Sergeant Goforth 
Crockett and return with the information. Thereupon 
ensues pretty web plot and counterplot which one 
after the other the three captured and escapes 
through the daring and wit the other two, aided 
Major Philip Yorke the Union Army who 
Confederate agent and the ubiquitous “driver”, the 
“deus machina” all the Crabb stories. All three 
the young Confederates have girls Nashville and 
course cannot resist seeing them, factor which compli 
cates matters futher. However, with the “driver” and 
Mrs. Polk, wife the ex-President and another 
character, co-operating, all ends well. The three 
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agent, bring their information Forrest and are sent im- 
mediately other missions the story ends. 


The charm and interest and human spirit which char- 
acterized the other stories are present likewise this book 
but minor degree. Primarily novelette gal- 
lant adventure and resourceful wit with little the de- 
lightful human background which made the other books 
interesting. However those who have read the other 
books and are acquainted with many the characters 
will scarcely notice this lack. The author uses the occa- 
sion stress the futility war. There are objection- 
able features save for one two statements Mrs. Polk 
which might interpreted expressing tendency to- 
ward sort fatalistic determinism but which the ordi- 
nary reader will never notice. The book can recom- 
mended pleasant reading for anyone. 
* 


Kilmer, Kenton, compiler. This America. Poems 
from the Washington Post. Mar. 18, 1946. 180p. $2.50. 


age when most newspaper verse trite, insipid and 
somewhat standardized there genuine feeling elation 
find anthology newspaper verse that con- 
sistently above this low level not only merit the 
name poetry, but contain within itself capabilities 
taking one off into “the realms bliss flights fancy 
that are emotional, intellectual, original and 


While this limited anthology (but all anthologies are) 
since the poems included are those published the 
Washington Post since December, 1940 (and then only 
such fit the pattern the book) the scope its poetry 
has limitations, being broad and varied the scope 
America itself. not patriotic book Fourth 
July flag waving but rather the patriotism honest and 
sincere everyday living, woven the texture the people 
and the things that make America truly great. The poem 
“This America” (from which the book takes its 
title) Col. William Brewer has been used back- 
bone, and the other poems—by well known and worthy 
known unknown poets—are chosen illustrate and 
expand the picture America. This device strengthens 
and unifies the whole into worthwhile 
entity. 


Mr. Kilmer’s editorial policy very high and com- 
mendable excellence and can best illustrated one 
poem. 
“High Flight” John Gillespie Magee, Jr. 
Oh, have slipped the surly bonds earth 
And danced the skies wings. 
Sunward I’ve climbed and joined the trembling mouth 
sun-split clouds—and done hundred things 
You have not dreamed of—wheeled and soared and 
swung 
High the sunlit silence. Hov’ring there 
I’ve chased the shouting wind along and flung 
eager craft through footless halls air. 
Up, the long delirious, burning blue 
I’ve topped the windswept heights with easy grace 
Where never lark, even eagle flew. 
And, while with silent, lifting mind I’ve trod 
The high untrespassed sanctity space, 
Put out hand, and touched the face God. 


While the poem have chosen has the honor being the 
most widely quoted and best known poem World 


Kilmer Whom Thou Seekest 


War II, others are quotable and poetic and are 
recommended with The book beautiful, 
abstract definition “What America?” poets who 
have seen and touched and heard and who have humbly 
but proudly said, “This America”. 
James Gallagher, 
New York 


Whom Thou 
229p. $2.00. 


faltering quest for God the soul finds its days alter- 
nating between darkness and light, between insight and 
obscurity. With calm and unchanging perception God’s 
Goodness reserved for the world come, inevitable 
that times our path should overshadowed clouds 
doubt, even what seems akin despair. 
For the present, vision does not guide but rather the 
reflected light faith. this light things the spirit 
may forgotten. That is, fail strengthen our 
faith frequent reflection God and the truths his Son 
revealed Whom Thou Seekest—whose author re- 
mains anonymous—provides for the layman short medi- 
tations with just this end view. This not say that 
priests and religious cannot profit them too. They can 
and undoubtedly will. 


Seekest. Macmillan. 1946. 


The two and three page reflections, numbering seventy- 
eight all, are divided into three books. These are ap- 
parently without order, unless the order increasing 
love and the cumulative insight unfolding 
brief prefatory note informs that some the passages 
first appeared the pages the Catholic World, Com- 
monweal, America and publications the Paulist Press. 
Another prefatory note reveals the theme all the pas- 
sages, does indeed the title those who know the 
source. Francis Thompson, the “Hound Heaven”, 
thus expressed it: 


gloom afterall 

Shade his hand outstretched caressingly? 
“Ah, fondest, blindest, weakest— 

whom thou seekest— 

Thou dravest love from thee who dravest me!” 


There something the wistful yearning Thompson’s 
poem these sincere and simple outpourings soul be- 
fore the Goodness Creator ever mindful his way- 
ward children. 


Courageous faith God, surrender his laws and grace, 
humble admission complete dependence upon him 
stand out the principle sentiments these soliloquies. 
Ease expression, devoid forced emotion, characterizes 
them. Yet, despite their resemblance form the 
Soliloquies Augustine the Dialogue Catherine 
Siena, hesitate agree entirely with the statement 
the book-jacket that here have “really extraordinary 
document self-revelation” which will “take its place 
among the classics mystical literature”. The sentiments 
are deep, sincere and ring true both ascetically and psy- 
chologically. Nevertheless they reflect more the struggling 
ascent the spiritual mount than the serene possession 
contemplative heights. Perhaps for this very reason they 
may better satisfy the general reading public. 

Throughout, the Blessed Sacrament occupies prominent 
place. Numerous passages draw inspiration from the 
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Wright Barrett 


thought Christ’s Presence the Eucharist. Many 
Christians have found encouragement similar reflection. 
Yet cannot but regret that with such insistence 
Christ’s continued presence the altar there should 
stress upon the continuing sacrifice which the Mass. 
Sacramental Presence the tabernacle hardly essential 
Christian piety. The sacrificial offering the Eucha- 
ristic Victim essential. detracting from the 
reverence due the reserved Species the tabernacle 
can affirm that Christian piety achieves greater health 
when finds its strength primarily the reality the 
Sacrifice. this rather than sacramental reservation the 
true Christian Church finds its distinction. 


Our other objection these meditations their insistence 
the subjective states the individual soul rather than 
upon the objective riches dogma. Too much modern 
spirituality manifests such weakness. Specifically the 
frequent emphasis upon “realization” might readily con- 
fuse the soul temporarily experiencing aridity and leaning 
heavily upon faith. The distinction between natural and 
supernatural seems times depend too much sub- 
jective motivation and attitude, not enough upon objective 
realities. This indeed characteristic many devotional 
works which, after all, are written excite pious thoughts 
and desires rather than draw theological distinctions. 
Whom Thou Seekest not extraordinary offender 
this regard. Nevertheless the limitation should borne 
mind. 


All all, Whom Thou Seekest merits our attention and 
serious reading. Its reflections will raise the soul above 


the heat and care the day. 
William Gibbons, 


Associate Editor 


Wright, John Lloyd. Father Who Earth. Put- 
nam’s. Mar. 29, 1946. 194p. $3.50. 


John Lloyd Wright has written this book about his father, 
Frank Lloyd Wright. advertised unconven- 
tional portrait unconventional man, which down- 
right honest advertising, but recommendation for the 
book. 


Wright fils should have made his mind before writing, 
while writing, even, perhaps, after writing, just what 
was trying regard Wright pére. good 
biography his father might have been welcome con- 
tribution the field biography. critique the 
elder Wright’s architectural innovations and_ theories 
would certainly have been most interesting study. 
apology for his father’s moral and social unconventionality 
might have found audience. But giving little 
all three has given practically nothing. 


The early part the book takes through the first 
eighteen years the elder Wright’s married life. 
series episodes family life, emphasizing the artistic 
side his father, his tastes music and art generally. 
What could have been interesting account becomes 
under the studied and artificial artlessness the author- 
son extravagantly emotional tour force. The text 
frequently broken permit the centering such pueril- 
isms the following: 


Papa like vaudeville! 
Vaudeville liked Papa! 
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And when introduces some the friends and clients, 
get: 

They worshipped 

Papa like them! 


when burglar was persuaded interrupt his occupa- 
tion the eloquence the father, learn that: 


The burglar liked Papa! 
Papa liked the burglar! 


Such infantilism might appropriate from tell- 
ing fireside tales group under-age children; but 
most readers will refuse accept that status. There 
should some recourse, other than parental shame, for 
the parent outraged such indecencies the above, 
the title the chapter, Dad the Papa, and the title 
the book. 


There was break the family circle the end 
eighteen years. The elder Wright took unto himself not 
only the fee from one his clients, but the wife well. 
The son later served apprentice his father’s office, 
most the time without pay. The partnership continued 
sporadically, with interruptions due mainly the testiness 
the father, and his tyranny over the son; the remainder 
the book simply narration their meetings and 
their separations. 


Some the later chapters offer observations American 
architecture, organicism architecture, and the 
architectural education the son received from the father. 
the one section the entire book that will repay 
reading, but there too the author hasn’t written fully 
carefully. 


The apology for his father’s many adventures inside and 
outside marriage will strike even sympathetic readers 
very weak indeed: that the ordinary laws and 
conventions made allowance whatsoever for the in- 
dividual circumstances his father’s case. This 
over-worked dodge for the self-righteous, but few will get 
far enough into the book have their moral principles 
endangered that defense. 
Charles Denecke, 


Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Barrett, Monte. Tempered Blade. Bobbs-Merrill. Mar. 


29, 1946. 317p. 


Monte Barrett has imprisoned between the pages this 
slender novel the legendary figure James Bowie, out 
standing Texas hero, defender the Alamo. 
the author’s fault that his chief character seems alway: 
striving escape from the confining barrier words, 
for such robust, swaggering, dashing man the frontier 
Jim Bowie, master the use the famed Bowie 
knife, military tactician, dreamer and yet doer, seems 
keep stride ahead his creator. This the 
second attempt utilize the historical incidents which 
attended the development this section the 
the second attempt more successful than the first, Sur 
Their Eyes, story the Texas 1812, which 
published 1944. 


William Travis, Ben Milam, Davy Crockett, Stepher 
Austin and Sam Houston have received more than thei 
share attention pioneers the fight for independence 
but Bowie has been overlooked too often. one maj 
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judge survey which this reviewer conducted among 
group Texas school children, Bowie known them 
the inventor the Bowie knife, erroneous idea, be- 
cause Mr. Barrett makes clear his novel, and 
other writers such Frederick Chabot have pointed out, 
was Rezin Bowie, Jim’s brother, who designed the knife. 


The time covered the novel from 1816 1836, and 
the setting moves from Louisiana Texas Mexico, then 
back Texas. The story the account Jim Bowie’s 
attempt make vast sums money after has been 
jilted Sybil Cade; his trips Texas and his interest 
this new country; his marriage; the subsequent death his 
wife and her family during plague Conclova, Mexico; 
his resort liquor console him this bereavement; 
and eventual return his status respected leader 
men when Santa Anna becomes President Mexico 
and moves with large military force against the settlers 
San Antonio. 


sub-plot Barrett has woven into his novel the tale 
Sybil Cade who bear Jim Bowie’s child out wed- 
lock, but who, trip New Orleans meets dashing 
young fencing instructor, Jacques LaTour, and through the 
good offices his friend, Henri Bertin, marries LaTour 
after acquaintance one day. Sybil soon finds that 
life with Jacques disappointing, particularly after 
discovers that she child another man. 
Upon learning Sybil’s hasty marriage, Bowie (who has 
knowledge the child fathering) turns against 
all women and plunges himself into financial speculations 
which very successful. buying and selling 
property and smuggling slaves through the aid Jean 
Lafitte, Bowie attains prestige Louisiana. 


Sybil’s husband killed duel with his best friend, 
Henri Bertin, because LaTour’s unjustified suspicion 
that Henri the father Sybil’s second child. Sybil 
operates boarding house New Orleans, meets Jim 
again but fails convince him that the father her 
first child, and finally marries Aaron Hodges who takes 
Sybil Texas with him. 

Bowie marries Ursula Veramendi, daughter Juan Vera- 
mendi, vice-governor Texas. Their happiness short- 
lived however, because the plague which wipes out 
the entire Veramendi family Monclova while Jim 
trip with his brother Rezin. The major portion the 
story, however, concerned with Bowie’s ambitions; his 
leadership Los Leoncitos, named after Jim who was 
called Leoncito (young lion) San Antonio; the San 
Saba battle, the battle Concepcion Mission, and finally 
the siege the Alamo, where Bowie, ill with fever, was 
murdered his bed the invading Mexican troops after 
the heroic defense that shrine Texas history against 
overwhelming odds. 

The year 1946 has been chosen the year for the official 
celebration the centennial Texas independence. 
though Jim Bowie did not live see that day, seems 
particularly appropriate that Mr. Barrett’s book should 
added the growing list the records the frontier 
settlers’ fight for liberty. The reader has impression 


throughout the narrative that the character Sybil 
flat and devoid vitality; perhaps this because the 
author labored too assiduously base the motivation 
Bowie’s actions upon his disappointment one woman. 
unfortunate that certain incidents mar the book and 
from the category novels appropriate for the 


Carr 


adolescent group. Bowie’s illicit affair with Sybil ex- 
plained the statement: “There was stopping after 
that” (p. 16), meaning after Jim and Sybil had kissed. 
Later Bowie rationalizes the affair with Sybil when 
meets Jacqueline and knows that she his daughter: “In 
his mind taint was attached her birth. She was the 
fruit love that had been young and tender and gen- 
erous. There had been nothing furtive shoddy between 
him and Sybil” (p. 305). The incident between Santa 
Anna and Camille, Sybil’s second daughter, unneces- 
sarily padded and adds nothing the plot. But the prize 
remark occurs conversation between Father Refugio 
Garza and Bowie after Veramendi has informed Jim 
that must recognize the State church, the Catholic 
church, become part the life San Antonio. The 
tenor the conversation such indicate that Father 
Refugio agrees with Jim’s remark that one church 
another. Later Bowie becomes Catholic (p. 
131). 


The title this novel refers the gradual tempering and 
strengthening Bowie’s character through the experi- 
ences his life. check six source books Texas 
history reveals that the historical incidents which the 
story based are well-authenticated. Barrett knows his 
setting and his main character. interesting feature 
the book the inclusion detailed and accurate maps 
San Antonio (1825-1836) and the Alamo Mission, San 
Antonio Valero, the end sheets enable the reader 
follow the action which centered this locale. 


Gertrude Horgan, 
Incarnate Word College, 
San Antonio, Texas 


Carr, John Dickson. Who Whispers. 
27, 1946. 250p. $2.00. 


high time for Best Sellers’ extensive audience—those 
hapless members it, least, who labor under the great 
and unnecessary misfortune not already have done 
make the acquaintance John Dickson Carr. 
writer detective thrillers stands the great tradi- 
tion; perhaps one can even far say com- 
pletes the square that begins with Doyle and includes 
Chesterton and Dorothy Sayers, with Agatha Christie 
ready fill understudy moment’s notice for 
any all the premier four. This first among living 
masters suspense the high lineage the Arabian 
tale-spinners. has everything, including that quality 
all fictioneers primary vitality must have, wit, fecund- 
ity: style; sense humor; command seductive narrative; 
flair for the macabre; power over character. That much 
abused appelative, distinguished, for once rightly applied 
the case Carr. And carries with him still an- 
credential interest Catholic audience above all 
others. 


When the fell criminal, Death, whom not even Father 
Brown could arrest, carried off Gilbert Chesterton, left 
considerable legacy his good friend, John Dickson 
Carr. Like many other important things life the 
bequest could not incorporated the dry legal techni- 
calities will, but the precious items included almost 
the whole the Chestertonian bag tricks: sword canes 
and eccentric Frenchmen; liking for pantomime harle- 
quinade; ‘the Suicide Club atmospherics G.K.C. himself 


Harper. Mar. 
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had inherited from R.L.S.; the presidency, which Carr 
still holds, the Detective Story Writers Great Britain; 
and the Chestertonian personality itself reincarnated 
Dr. Gideon Fell, huge bulk, rolling gait, Gargantuan 
chuckle, pince-nez with black ribbon, tiny black Congress- 
man’s Homburg perch high the iron-grey mop 
banditti hair, keen, sympathetic insight into the darker 
recesses the human heart. was not necessary be- 
queath him the magic that had gone into the making 
the Father Brown stories. That already possessed 
testamentary relict from some elfin elsewhere. Only 
took their bright circus balloons ingenuity and inflated 
them into gaily-striped carnival dirigibles; elongated 
their lazy-tongs trickeries into amazing booby-traps full 
novel length. 


Like most criminals and thief-takers Carr has two identi- 
ties: Carter Dickson and John Dickson Carr. Probably 
his most serious achievements have been accomplished 
under the avatar Carr; the Dickson personality, 
counterbalance, seems more rollicking. Were not for 
non-characteristic untidiness about sundry loose ends 
plot, don’t think would going far say that this 
present volume represents his finest work since the enig- 
matic occultism The Burning Court. has much 
that latter masterpiece’s aura evil; our hackles rise 
the old response the ancient racial fear vampirism. 
connection, incidentally, with this delicate theme 
the diabolic supernatural that Carr shows his peculiar 
intellectual distinction. neither traffics the crude 
sensationalism pulp fiction nor resorts the shoddy 
Victorian dodge employing supernatural framework 
for purely meretricious atmosphere, then, when the jerry- 
built need has passed, scornfully rationalizing out 
existence. No, makes Dr. Fell rumble out about 
vampires with sensible agnosticism: not deny that 
supernatural forces may exist this world fact. 
fact, firmly believe they But, far the 
vampire hypothesis concerned this present instance: 
could credit, mind you, vampire who materialized 
the day time. could even credit vampire who killed 
with sword-stick. But could not credit, not any 
time, vampire who pinched somebody’s briefcase con- 
taining 


befits the London-filia this American born Passionate 
Pilgrim, the action opens after the German surrender 
the rain Sherlock Holmes’ London Beltring’s Restau- 
rant Soho where the Murder Club has been convoked 
hear Professor Georges Antoine Riguad discourse 
inexplicable murder which had taken place 1939 atop 
the Henri Quatre tower outside Chartres according 
the favorite Carr prescription the sealed chamber. Very 
mysteriously, none the regularly accredited members 
appear; only Rigaud, the speaker, Miles Hammond, his- 
torian guest Dr. Fell, and Barbara Morell, who turns 
out uninvited interloper after the French savant 
has been prevailed upon tell his story anyway, despite 
the absence the members. But the climax Rigaud’s 
narrative comes later when, driven unaccountable 
compulsion, Miles Hammond hires personal librarian 
none other than Fay Seton, suspected murderess and 
vampire, catalogue his uncle’s books lonely villa 
the New Forest two hours train from London. 
Marion Hammond, his sister, accompanies them, and 
the first night their stay found dying from what the 
medical authorities describe cardiac shock consequent 
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fright and from what Rigaud insists fear resulting 
from vampire visitation. Ponderous Dr. Fell reserves 
judgment until the thundering climax the dingy 
sac Bolsover Street, Camden Town. 


Carr has always combined the two unique appeals which 
Poe and Austen Freeman also used commingle: the 
ratiocinative appeal the puzzle and the Gothic appeal 
atmosphere. Here introduces still third 
sion: the psychological. While this new element 
dled very reticently, without any clinical Freudian em. 
phasis, still poses problem 
Adolescence fit age for intimations eroticism 
evoking the folk-tale reflex suspected vampirism. But 
this phase the narrative remains valid for the mature 
adult who can appreciate such cognate study 
The Viy, and who realizes the pathos sinner who 
yet not culpable the respectable forces which ostra- 
cize her, true femme fatale most deadly herself. 


Now the captious may query: why all this to-do and 
pother about triviality? Let reserve our enthusiasm: 
for the epic. triviality? wonder. ape jesting 
Pilate, what triviality? Lewis’ only the most 
eminent voice rebuke what calls literary snobbisme 
might even set counter query. All masterpieces 
major. Why people reserve their major 
for the minor masterpieces, for Lamb, for Doyle, for Saki, 
for Ming china? 


sort Lend Lease irony Raymond Chandler, the 
master the hard-boiled American detective story, 
British born and bred, while Carr, contemporary Henry 
James this respect, American the point having 
had father the American Congress and having lived 
Washington, C., child. Would that other 
Anglo-American accounts balanced May this 
citizen two hemispheres find his days long both lands. 


Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 
Buffalo, New York 


Maguire, Theophane, C.P. Hunan Harvest. 
tions Weda Yap. Bruce. March. 24, 1946. xii, 192p 
$2.50. 

This simple and unpretentious account several 
years’ work Passionist missionary China. 
personal record rather than formal treatise, runs 
bedbugs, broken saddle girths and muddy 
than statistics, graphs and balance sheets. Which 
all the good far general readability concerned 


Father Maguire’s chief work was among the remote 
people Hunan Province who, with the 
ironic courtesy the orient, still refer the Chines 
(who invaded and conquered them centuries ago) “the 
guest people”. The author soon got love these 
and simple folk, and the reader can see between the 
modest lines the book their regard for “the 
Father”, the Catholic priest called. Incredibly poor 
they welcomed their priest into their 
homes, shared their precious and pitiful food with him 
protected his mission equipment from bandits the 
their lives (and refused any payment whatsoever 
doing so), retained for years the grateful memory food 
and medical care supplied missionaries times 
famine, and walked miles for catechism lessons with 
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spiritual hunger matching the physical. Although Father 
Maguire’s stay among the Miao was cut short spinal 
injury, still considers their country 


This comes pretty close being ideal mission book, 
and for these reasons: written out experience and 
love, drawing its material from the daily routine mis- 
sion life; captures the fascination mission work with- 
man who has his eyes open the world about him—the 
land, the people, their customs, the telling detail that 
convinces; and offers vision: God’s eyes, there 
are not any ‘foreign’ missions. The people darkest 
Africa, the races vast Asia, the tribes remote Pacific 
islands are truly His children are. created 
them. They are not foreigners Him” (p. 187). 


recommend Hunan Harvest all classes readers. 


Phillips, Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 


O’Neill, John You and the Universe. Washburn. 


Feb. 27, 1946. 328p. $3.50. 


Mr. O’Neill well known the Science Editor the 
New York Herald Tribune for the past fifteen sixteen 
years and recipient 1937 Pulitzer Prize Jour- 
nalism for his coverage science news from the Harvard 
Tercentenary 1936. also the author two other 
books, one biography Tesla and the other populari- 
zation atomic energy. Consequently one might expect 
that his publication review the modern aspects 
different fields science would notable one. How- 
ever this reviewer fails find much evidence the suc- 
cessful accomplishment the book’s primary purpose— 
acquaint the layman, presumably the average reader 
the N.Y.H.T., with the present status knowledge and 
research, with the speculations and possibilities inherent 
prognostications future advance and development 
the fundamental and some the applied sciences; in- 
tegrate accumulated knowledge into understandable 
pattern “in the terms everyday speech”. 


Under the two general subdivisions the biological and 
the physical sciences the author covers wide range 
recently discovered factual material, theories, old and 
revised, and speculations advanced scientists and 
himself. delves into Anthropology and Arch- 
aeology, into the fundamental Biological Sciences and 
finally into Medicine and Psychology. the second sec- 
tion are considered Climatology, Geology, Mathematics, 
Physics, Electricity, Engineering, Chemistry and Astron- 
omy. each these fields the material drawn mostly 
from articles previously published the N.Y.H.T. from 
the period 1934-1945. There evidence that some the 
material has been extended include recent advances, 
that some has been rewritten and that some other 
sources have been used. 


There are two major deficiencies which thwart the pur- 
pose blending scientific knowledge into integrated 
pattern: little introductory material given basic and 
established general principles each field principles 
which layman must know and understand 
understand recent advances and positions; the complete 
story any one subject not presented but merely that 
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aspect which the author chooses. There are other defects, 
such as, insufficient explanation terms and actual errors 
fact, e.g., speaking the notochord Amphious 
cartilage “The blood the fluid medium which our 
bodies are immersed”, the confusion serum with 
plasma blood. Occasionally the author presents theory 
speculation fact pp. 85-86 when speaks 
blood highly evolved and specialized type the 
ocean water which all life originally developed”. 
general the book suffers from the same taint over- 
simplification and excessive dependence speculation 
which found much the journalistic popularization 
page 212 the author quotes Einstein 
upholding determinism against free-will; page 213 
speaks close approach describing mathematically 
“the Godhead, the power that moves all things”; page 
219 quotes Swann saying that man has fashioned 
God his own image. There little objectionable ma- 
terial the book other than that which might drawn 
implication from such statements the above. 
general the book suitable for adult readers with some 
science education but those would better look else- 
where for further education modern science. 


Boyle, Kay. Frenchman Must Die. Simon and Schus- 
ter. Apr. 1946. 213p. $2.50. 


When the Germans left France, there went underground 
large, well-organized collaborationist group, the Milice, 
founded 1943 combat French resistance and still 
commanded after the war bilingual German officers 
who kept touch with Gestapo agents over the rest 
Europe. According the author’s Foreword, “the greater 
part the fifth-columnist work now being done France 
instigated and executed former members the 
Darnand 


Miss Boyle’s story intrigue based the hunting down 
one these collaborationists, one Charles Pliny, owner 
Savoyard hotel which for four winters housed Boche 
military leave, and traitor who had denounced his own 
countrymen and let little children die rather than incon- 
venience the invaders. now stood good chance 
escaping justice, thanks forged documents and the 
right friends the right places. 


Central figure the hunt, through whom the story 
told, Guy Mitchie, American engineer with blood 
ties France. Mitchie had served the French army 
the early months the war, and after escaping from 
German prison had joined the resistance. Aiding him was 
Cristofini, the Corsican, who promised himself and the 
people Ameau that would kill Pliny payment for 
the death his little son. There was Louveau, the tailor, 
who during the Occupation had written his messages 
tailor’s chalk and stitched them the garments made 
and, while the Vichy Milice waited, sewed the plans 
munition factory into shoulder pad and the funds for 
dynamiting railway yard into vest. Through Bobo, 
the barkeeper, mail and telephone calls could picked 
Bon Coin where Maqui could passed over 
the roof the restaurant and down the fire escape the 
other side while the police waited the door. the 
help Drayot, the broadcaster, the job could directed 
and co-ordinated. 


Finished plans could not made. But spite bad 
start when Cristofini let Pliny slip through Paris and 
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Pliny’s secretary, tall, slender, arrogant Danielle Monnet, 
held the pursuit dynamiting mountain road, the 
stalking their victim went deliberately and relentlessly 
forward its violent end. 


The story skillfully and convincingly told, with re- 
straint and regard for the exact, clean-cut phrase. The 
pace good and the action well-sustained. Minor char- 
acters are suggested few rapid strokes, but each set 
apart from his neighbor and the reader accepts them 
life-like. The central figure, Mitchie, has depth and real- 
ity his personality and background slowly emerge from 
the flashbacks memory childhood scenes and from 
the pictures conjures American father and 
French mother their Western ranch. Even the shadowy 
figures his parents assume individuality the story 
progresses, though they take part the action. With 
Danielle Monnet, the author less successful, probably 
because the reader’s credulity unduly strained the 
role she plays. 


The material for the book, according note the 
jacket, was gathered 1945 when the author flew 
Europe for the Army Air Forces and spent two months 
the continent. She has made good use her facts. 
Probably the most interesting phase her book for the 
reader lies not the plot but the information the book 
gives about French Underground practices both during 
and after the war. 
Helen Butler, 


Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Crispin, Edmund. Holy Disorders. Lippincott. Mar. 27, 
1946. 269p. $2.00. 


According the blurb the jacket, this author has been 
church organist, pianist, composer and conductor since 
was fourteen. twenty-two, wrote fourteen 
days his first mystery novel, Obsequies Oxford. This, 
his second, depends for solution upon the ingenuity the 
amateur detective and Oxford professor, Gervase Fen, 
who functioned the earlier book. 


Out his academic and professional background, and 
from apparently wide, indiscriminate reading, the author 
has put together ingenious and entertaining tale which 
centers about five Church England clergymen and three 
organists, and times touches upon Church Rome 
saints, Nazi espionage, seventeenth-century witch burnings 
and twentieth-century Black Mass orgies. has done 
with humor and show erudition which pleases the 
reader when the latter recognizes the musical and literary 
allusions and flatters him when does not. Classical 
quotations introducing chapters are apt and provocative. 
Historical approaches have authentic air even when 
they are fictitious. Only his women characters are 
wooden and trail their sawdust through the plot, col- 
lapse the end into the limp little puppets they really are. 


There will readers who find the plot overcrowded and 
the cast overpeopled. Such will regret, for instance, that 
the Nazi spy motif was used. it, unfortunately, 
the key situation resting upon radio station the old 
cathedral would have been unmotivated. Perhaps more 
valid objection might made the introduction the 
devil-worshippers, since their part the action slight, 
but they stem naturally and appropriately from the 
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setting the author has built that would pity 
discard them. Catholic reader might take umbrage 
the account the origin the cathedral and the char. 
acter its patron saint, but the whole consists only 
few sentences and the author much less gentle with 
his own clergymen the twentieth century. 


The story opens with the departure from London 
Geoffrey Vintner, forty-year old organist, composer and 
bachelor, who modest his aspirations and timorous 
his associations with woman-kind. wire from 
friend, Gervase Fen, requesting him play the service 
Tolnbridge Cathedral the absence the regular 
ganist who has been brutally attacked, followed 
anonymous telegram threatening violence accepts 
Stopping department store purchase butterfly 
which Fen also requested his wire, Vintner attacked 
and saved from injury Henry Fielding, pink-cheeked 
young clerk, 4-F, minor nobleman, and aspirant for 
Scotland Yard membership, but NOT the author Ton 
Jones. his stock chaos, Fielding promptly walk 
out his job and joins Vintner his journey. the 
train, two pseudo-accidents again threaten Vintner’s life 
but finally arrives Tolnbridge where learns 
the injured organist raving his delirium about 
tomb-slab which moves and hanging man. 


(This first chapter one the most successful 
book. Overtones Graham Green and Wodehous: 
blend with those John Dickson Carr; and the result 
incongruously funny.) 

the clergy-house, Vintner and his companion meet 
occupants and guests: the Precentor, his daughters (the 
elder whom housekeeping there the servant short 
age), the deputy organist, two canons, vicar, the cathe 
dral chancellor who the local authority witchcraft 
and Gervase Fen. the local pub where Fielding put 
up, the remaining principal shows up. That night, 
the heels the news that second, successful 
has been made the cathedral organist, the Precentor 
found dead the cathedral, crushed the great slat 
that belonged the tomb the patron saint. 
following two days this shock Geoffrey’s nerves suc 
ceeded more disconcerting one—he falls love 
the beautiful young housekeeper clergy-house whi 
laughs his proposal marriage. The multiple inter 
ruptions which blocked his respectful pursuit her, 
his well-intentioned aid Fen running down thé 
criminal, are among the livelier parts the rest thé 


action. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Conklin, Graff, Editor. The Best Science Fiction 
Crown. Jan. 25, 1946. 785p. $3.00. 

Publishers are hammering away along many lines toda 
takings spread out before them literate but 


literary America. The anthology has long been 


ognized publishing device and publishers are quick také 
advantage today the possibilities offers. During thé 
last three years they have broken out rash 
ogies many varieties. Today they offer selection 
science fiction queer juxtaposition terms), 
tion novelettes and longer short stories woven 
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the themes usually grouped under science fantasy. Each 
item the collection has been published previously, us- 
ually one the pulp type magazines such Astound- 
ing Stories Amazing Stories. The stories deal with such 
topics wars between worlds, adventures interplane- 
tary space, fourth dimensions, world crises, dangerous in- 
ventions and strange experiments. Most are adventure 
stories but many are psychological studies. Attitudes 
the authors are usually purely naturalistic with occasional 
implied denials the existence God. Sex and sug- 
gestiveness are almost totally lacking the stories se- 
lected. However one case character recognizes the 
essential similarity between the human race and alien 
race the capacity both enjoy “dirty 
general this type reading harmless for most people 
save for those who are overly susceptible impression- 
able that type material. course purely amuse- 
ment reading and not taken seriously. 


Crime Club---March Selection 


Kelsey, Vera. Whisper Murder! Doubleday. 
1946. 255p. $2.00. 


One the classics contemporary hard-boiled detection 
involving insurance fraud Raymond Chandler’s screen 
version James Cain’s Double Indemnity, superlative 
piece editing which improved the original both 
tautening and expurgating it. Whisper Murder! the 
same convention, less the sultriness and the 
communicates its Minnesota small town setting with 
admirable sense atmosphere. The central riddle re- 
mains the detection arson ring, but also explores, 
for good measure, the situation that Frances Noyes Hart 
memorably initiated Hide the Dark: that 
youthful antagonisms cracked and caked into dangerous 
animosities with the passage the years. The dust jacket 
terms Vera Kelsey “an experienced and versatile writer”. 
For once blurb estimate approximates accuracy. She 
competent and workmanlike craftswoman somewhat 
short the first flight. 


The coincidence hotels Claytonian and Wayne River 
burning the ground during zero clips successive 
winters too much for War Correspondent Dan Cumber- 
land who puts his oar little too far for his own good 
during the Christmas holidays before returns devas- 
tated Europe. The powers that Clayton shows 
curious aversion toward pursuing their investigation 
further, even after the bodies manager Elway and wife 
are discovered dead gas poisoning; but the successive 
violent demises Jack Carson and Lisa McPhail arouse 
booth Chinese Charlie’s unravelling that covers 
the facts but does some violence our sense dramatic 
propriety. 

The mechanics the mystery story are highly stylized and 
mathematically very limited. Its arena chessboard, 
not the swarming marketplace life which serves the 
novel background; and there are just many moves. 
Miss Kelsey posed interesting technical problem 
her denouement which reviewing ethics forbid the critic 
more than suggest. But its general nature can 
hinted at. Paradoxically enough, things are safer the 
mystery story when chessboards remain chessboards and 
the pieces not come alive, they here espe- 
awkward way, reproducing the untidiness, 


Mar. 


Kelsey Kaufman Dreiser 


the vitality life. Has Miss Kelsey tried—one ought not 
say tabooed, for there question that the pres- 
ent instance—an unmanageable gambit? The answer must 
lie with the reader. There doubt its being 


highly ingenious one. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---April Selection 


Kaufman, Wolfe. Hate Blondes. 
Apr. 12, 1946. $2.00. 


Dick Anderson, private detective, hired accompany 
strange character from New York Boston, acting 
bodyguard. His charge murdered arrival, and Ander- 
son suspected. photo, blackmail properties, had 
been slipped into the detective’s pocket, and various groups 
pursue him obtain it. There are various damsels, strong 
men, sinister tycoons and hotel help. The solution brings 
light pair criminals, one whom duly turned 
over the police, the other allowed free. 


The details the story are all obviously derivative: the 
detective beaten into unconsciousness half dozen 
times the first fifty pages; the language super-hard- 
boiled and blasphemous; the ladies are living various 
stages sin; the murderer’s bodyguard homosexual; 
the appeal generally the mind which thinks the 
gossip columns metropolitan newspapers are great liter- 
ature. The author formerly was the staff Variety. 
offers two surprising notes: his detective drinks milk— 
until the next the last page; his dialogue more real 
than scores the recent mysteries. his over-earnest 
smartness can tempered and his pace maintained, his 
next novel should make much more comfortable reading. 
for this one, pretty much waste time. 


The Bulwark. 


Simon and Schuster. 


Dreiser, Theodore. 
1946. 337p. $2.75. 


After twenty years fictional silence, the lumbering giant 
the modern American novel wrote The Bulwark, and 
died. who had said that “Any form distress 
set thoughts and emotions which had close 
kinship actual and severe physical left his estate 
for the education Negroes. was brought 
strictly Catholic, German-immigrant family, “narrowly” 
religious but poverty-hounded family, which disintegrated 
into much sin. Dreiser’s last novel tells the story 
strictly religious Quaker family which prospers materially 
but which some the children, reacting against the 
religious strictness, also are destroyed sin. 


Doubleday. Mar. 21, 


Friend Solon Barnes with the help excellent parents 
grows fine man, mutual love marries the rich 
Benecia Wallin, becomes wealthy banker, tries raise 
five children become fine Christians, too, 
fails. Solon meets Benecia Friends school. Both are 
shy and modest and when they last discover each other’s 
love, never troubled fickle desires, they marvel the 
miracle. The parents consent the marriage (p. 98) 
this virtuous and uncommonly happy pair. Solon be- 
comes treasurer his father-in-law’s bank. Throughout 
concerned lest his growing wealth more than 
Christian stewardship worldly goods might warrant. 
Children come, bringing joys and sorrows. Isobel too 
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plain welcome society and the parents suffer for 
her. Orville respectable, marries rich, and great 
material not very spiritual success. Dorothy beau- 
tiful that she danger being spoiled too much at- 
tention, but she finally marries safely and well. 


But with the two youngest things ill. Etta, rebelling 
against the parental restrictions—denial dancing, drink- 
ing, theaters—runs away from home. Finally she lives 
immorally with artist Greenwich Village whom she 
loves but who will not marry her. Stewart boarding 
school has stronger than ordinary sex cravings. Two 
friends introduce him loose girl, and sin. one 
such escapade, one the boys drugs girl possess her. 
Stewart then possesses her, too. But she never awakes. 
When the police catch the boys, Stewart’s conscience 
moves him commit suicide. His mother now suffers 
stroke. The father, Solon, regains his old scruples about 
materialism and resigns from the bank protest against 
unwarranted speculation. Etta, deserted her lover, 
stricken fate, and repentantly comes home 
nurse her father. has become too humble judge 
anyone, thinks perhaps had been too strict, and wel- 
comes her like “the prodigal son”. Etta and Isobel take 
care him while slowly but resignedly dies Chis- 
tian should. 


This wholesome, edifying story. religious story: 
pervaded with the spirit that one lives acceptable 
the sight God, not have pleasure accumulate 
wealth. idyl modest courtship and faithful 
marriage. Honesty, frugality, temperance are made the 
best policy for heaven and for earth. Sex desires must 
constantly watched and rigidly controlled, they will 
overpower the best person. The hardest and the noblest 
vocation parents keep children good without mak- 
ing their life dull, and happy without getting them rely 
sensuous pleasures. 


Parental strictness not condemned, nor the religious 
spirit, but one does conclude that religion should not 
interpreted forbid dancing, temperate drinking, ordinary 
games and sports, novel reading and theater going, and 
dressing according the accepted fashion the day. 
slight fault can found the ease with which Dreiser 
lets Etta extricated from her sinful affair with Kane. 
Much the criticism Dreiser has always suffered comes 
from this tendency his suggest that when man and 
woman sin, man usually comes off worse for morally 
and materially than the woman. Etta rather easily re- 
pents and reforms, and appears suffer evil after- 
effects, neither morally nor Actually this 
the Mary Magdalen ideal, which Christ introduced into 
the world when caused love the reformed pros- 
titue, Mary Magdalen more than anyone else the New 
Testament except the other Mary, “Our tainted nature’s 
solitary boast”. 


hy 
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Best SELLER 


The novel has improper words. Sinful actions are 
described suggestively. The novel not exactly excitin; 
style clumsy and ungrammatical. said Dreise 
that “lacks everything except genius” (Kazin, 
Native Ground, 89). did make two grammatica 
mistakes, e.g., “to whomsover might succeed him” 
302)! Actually Dreiser’s strong, effective, rich style 
touched with knowledge and breathes insight. 
This novel all parents and all business men ought 
read. One should strongly urge them read it. 
people, too, should read it, and anyone else mature 
enjoy it. 
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